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WHERE ARE ‘BOUNDARIES’ IN THE CONTEMPORARY CITIES ?
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by Ryujiro Kondo, Tohru Morioka, Tomitaro Sueishi,

ABSTRACT: It is now widely realized that the sign plays a vital role in all human activities.
The study of the sign and its function is expected to open an entirely new perspective in the
analysis of structure of urban environmental-semantic.

A sign or symbol only acquires meaning when it is discriminated from some other contrary
sign or symbol. When we use symbols to distinguish one class of things or actions from another
we consciously creat sorts of ‘Boundaries’ in a field which is ‘naturally’ continuous. The view-
point of ‘Boundaries’ that were doso-jin, bridge, shrine, etc. in history are valid for how to
realize what customs, other than verbal customs, can “mean” ; the semiotics of cities

In the contemporary cities, people changes ‘Boundaries’ into two forms; ‘Eternal-Boundar-
jes’ and ‘Temporary-Boundaries’. The former is created like the historic ‘Boundaries’ between
normal as This World and abnormal as The Other World. The latter is created between “temporary-
normal” where man can slip in for a time —hotel, bar, hospital, etc. — and normal as The Other
World.

‘Bternal-Boundaries’ is disappearing because people can not feel that the abnormal is of
special value; ‘sacred’ or ‘with taboo’. In compensation for this we are creating a ‘Temporary-
Boundaries’ that are individualy cognized and are passing affairs for man in the so-called cit-
ies.
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