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APPLICATION OF THE NOTION OF HUMAN CARRYING CAPACITY
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ABSTRACT; Carrying capacity is not only one of the fundamental concepts in the field of ecology;
the maximum population density that an environment can support, but also gives a theoretical
ground for environmental management in terms of the limit of human activity. The classification
of resources according to the types of supply, utilization, consumption, regeneration mechanisnm,
etc. provided basic understandings of carrying capacity. Through the comparison of some ideas
on carrying capacity, three targets were proposed for the application of this notion to environ-
mental management; (1) regional environment programme, (2) environmental assessment, (8) new
indices for the evaluation of socio-environmental conditions.
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