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SOME OBSERVAT10KS ON WATER MANAGEMENT PLANNING ALTERNATIVES
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Masahisa NAKAMURA* Michio Akiyamax

ABSTRACT: The contemporary concept of alternatives in water resource management systems is
regarded to have originated from the commonly accepted planning process in U.S. A which requires
assessment of benefits against costs for a range of possible plans. The concept of alternatives
typical of the Japanese water management plans, on the other hand, has developed differently
For one reason, many water management systems have evolved over centuries of agricultural water
use practices and newly proposed facility plans for municipal and industrial water uses almost
always have to compete against them. They thus defy the simplistic notion of benefit-cost
analysis. This paper addresses the need for further elaboration on the concept of alternatives
in order for gaining better understanding of the implications of alternative measures to be
proposed for dealing with changing water management requirements in Japan today.
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