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CARACTERISTCS OF CURRENTS ON THE SHELF SURROUNDING
THE NORTH-WEST CORAL AREA OF MIYAKO-JIMA , OF OKINAWA
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Miyako Island (Miyako-Jima) is lying on the plateau of shelf, rising up form Ryukyu trench and Okinawa
trough, and fringing very wide area of coral especially in the North-West part of Miyako-Jima. Observation has been
carried out near the edge of this coral area with ADCP installing at 60m depth bottom. As ADCP data shows,
barotropic current flows along the reef edge, but the vertical distribution of the horizontal velocity is found very

complex due to barocronic currents. Obserbation results imply that these barocronic currents are caused by density
differences of waters between in deep sea and in the shallow coral area.
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