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CHARACTERSITICS OF CARBONATE BEACH MATERIALS IN OKINOERABU ISLAND
AND SOUTHERN PART OF OKINAWA MAIN ISLAND
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Carbonate beaches has functions as shore protection and recreation zone to attract many tourists, thus
the beaches should be properly sustained. This paper mainly deals with the character of carbonate
beach material such as grain size and distribution of carbonate natural beach material and nourished
beach material in Okinawa and Okinoerabu islands, because the origin and source of beach sediment
should be identified to protect a carbonate beach. The study shows that most of beach material is
originated inside and around a coral reef, thus a coral reef system should be preserved to supply the

sediment on the beach.
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