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The purpose of this paper is evaluating the influence of the oceanic and bottom condition on diversity in benthic
organism after 1960. Diversity in benthic foraminifers is evaluated by the species diversity, equitability and number
of species. The variance of species diversity was only controlled by the change of equitability. The decrease of
species diversity and equitability was restricted in the northern area (off Yokoshima and Kikuchigawa) from 1970 to
1990. Low equitability indicated that few species having high tolerance to an unusual condition increased
overwhelmingly in an assemblage. The main factor of the decrease of species diversity and equitability is the
distribution pattern of the low-salinity offshore and high-salinity oceanic waters indicated by P/T ratio, and secondary

factor is the grain components shown by sand contents.
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