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In Ariake Bay, various environmental degradations become a problem. The value of tidal flat which has
purification function has been revised upward. It is important for clarifying its function and significance of existence
to assess its value quantitatively. The purpose of the present study is to assess the function of sediment purification
quantitatively at tidal flats in Ariake Bay. The capacities of sediment purification by the activity of Macrophthalmus
Jjaponicus and Scopimera globosa are verified in the field study, and moreover, the amounts of sediment purification

in tidal flats are estimated.
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