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BASIC STUDY ON THE HABITAT CONDITIONS OF SHORT-NECKED CLAM
AT THE ARTIFICAL TIDAL FLAT IN KUMAMOTO PORT
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Ariake Bay, a typical closed bay on the west of the Kyushu Island, is a sea area where a vast tidal flat develops.
Recently, various environmental degradations are reported occur in Ariake Bay, as red tidal and anoxic water.
Especially, a rapid decrease in the short-necked clam’s fish catch is a problem since the latter half of the 1980's.

In this study, we tried the grasp of a basic knowledge of short-necked clam's habitat condition by topography
survey and sediment survey at the artificial tidal flat in kumamoto port. As the result, the short-necked clam's floating
larva falls evenly on the tidal flat. It was guessed that the shell length grew up from 5 to 19 by 2mm a month.
Ground levels, the difference between the rise and fall of tide, influence juvenile shellfish's habitat condition most.
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