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INDIVIDUAL PREFERENCES FOR COASTAL MANAGEMENT IN JAPAN
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There are a variety of problems like environment protection, disaster reduction and efficient
uses in coastal zone management. To support the decision making of coastal management, a
questionnaire survey on individual preferences for coastal zone management was implemented in
Kanazawa ward of Yokohama city from April to May, 2006. Public preferences for the coastal
management in general are coastal environmental conservation and coastal disaster reduction.
Specifically, “floating garbage and leaked oil”, “trees and sea grass”, “earthquakes”, “high waves and
tsunamis”, “floods”, “sea port”, “service industry like restaurant”, and “coastal tourism and
recreation” are the most preferred to be treated. A marginal willingness to pay for each goal of
coastal management is obtained, and the statistically significant interrelationships in the tradeoff
between the attributes of coastal management were also clarified. These findings suggest the
directions for re-allocating social resources, and the potential tradeoffs between goals based on cost-

benefit analyses.
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