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INFLUENCE ON MACROBENTHOS BY ABUNDANT INFLOW OF SAND FROM
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Dams are constructed on many rivers to generate hydroelectric power and store water etc. However large amounts
of sand accumulate on the upstream sides of these dams, negatively affecting their functions. Therefore, excluding
this sediment is a problem. But the way that carrying this sediment downstream impacts the benthos has not been
studied. Therefore, I undertook this study to investigate the influence of a mass outflow of sediment on the benthos of
an estuary. The results suggest that this inflow of sediment influences the production of the phytoplankton and also
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has a good impact on the benthos; increasing its biodiversity for example.
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