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A survey concerning artificial beach nourishment has been carried out based on a questionnaire to the local agencies
of the Central government of Japan and the local governments that are responsible for beach management. The survey
showed that more than one hundred nourishment projects have been carried out and about fifty projects are scheduled
to be executed. Half of the projects are relatively small in scale, that is, encompassing a fill volume below 100,000 m®
and they are mainly used to enhance the value of urban locations for tourism and marine recreations or to create new

natural environments. The other half of the projects, with fill volumes above 100,000 m* but below one million m’,

3

are employed to protect beaches from erosion, storm surge, and overtopping of waves. The materials mainly used for
the nourishment were sands from dredging of harbors, marinas, and navigation channels. A serious problem to face in
the future concerning nourishment is lack of fill material and utilization of offshore deposits is strongly recommended.
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