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DRIFTING DEBRIS ALONG THE SANDY BEACH - FUJI COAST IN JAPAN
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The aim of this study was to investigate the current environmental situation regarding the occurrence of
refuse drift along the beaches of the Fuji coast. Field investigations were performed by photographically
recording debris in 3m X 2m quadrilateral areas using a digital camera along transects extending from the
shoreline to the sea embankment on a section of sandy-beach. It was found that, (1) the drifting debris is not
uniform in the alongshore direction, and it is very concentrated at the surveying point No.90 in the just right
bank side at the Fuji river mouth and around No.14 of the 15km east from the Fuji river mouth, (2) the
distribution of debris along the beach cross-section showed two peaks - one at the wave run-up point and the
area in front of the embankment, and (3) in order of the total number in each debris, the debris consisted of

driftwood, plastics, PET bottles, and so on.
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