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IMPROVING EELGRASS COMMUNITY FORMATION USING WAVE
DISTURBANCE REDUCIBLE BLOCK
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A new type transplanting block made from two layers structure (asphalt — palm fiber mat) for the eelgrass
(Zostera marina) bed restoration was developed. The block has high specific gravity that can stabilize the sea bottom
condition, protect eelgrass seedlings transplanted from washing away. Moreover, the block provides surface structure
which root bundles of the eelgrass firmly grip. In the site study, the transplanted seedlings into the block grew well
and the number of shoots increased. More than 1000 shoots were observed after 19 months transplantation. Therefore,
we conclude that the newly developed block is a practical means for improving the eelgrass community formation.
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