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EXPERIMENTAL SYUDY ON MOVEMENTS OF DRIFTING SEAWEEDS
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Laboratory experiments were conducted to evaluate moving speed of drifting seaweed that moves on the bottom
and to obtain critical velocities for seaweed to start drift due to waves and currents. It was found that moving speed of
seaweed approaches to the ambient fluid velocity when the velocity becomes very large, and the critical velocities in
uniform currents were about Scm/s and 10cm/s for smooth bottom and rough bottom, respectively. Critical velocity
amplitude under waves on rough bed was somewhere between 7.7 to 9.8cm/s which was equivalent to that for

uniform currents.
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