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TEMPERATURE DISTRIBUTION IN SANDY BEACH AFFECTING HATCHING
OF LOGGERHEAD TURTLE CARETTA CARETTA
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Temperature distributions were measured at the Susuki coast in Shizuoka Prefecture and the Kamoda
coast in Tokushima Prefecture in order to investigate the relation between temperature in the sandy beach
and hatching success of loggerhead turtle Caretta caretta. Temperature in 50cm depth was positively
correlated with beach profile and the correlation rate depended on the condition of vegetation. Hatching
success was low in nests located at the upper part of the beach. High sand temperature might cause high

mortality of eggs.
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