WERERICE, F175,

HEMOMEILEIZES HUT EHM?

HOW TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION IN DRY LANDS ?
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About 47% of land area of the earth is dry lands. Dry lands are found in areas where the amount of
evapotranspiration is greater than that of precipitation. Desertification is the land degradation that occurs
in dry lands as a result of various factors, including climatic changes and human activities. The effects of
desertification are being felt in about 17% of the whole area of dry lands and the affected. area is
expanding. The major cause of desertification is human activities, paticularly current agricultural
practices such as overgrazing, inappropriate agricultural land management, deforestation, and
overexploitation of vegetation for domestic use (including utilization of trees for firewood) . Behind
desertification lie factors such as rapid population growth and poverty. Therefore, establishment of
susutainable agriculture through improved technologies thata are mainly based on traditional knowledge,
and reconstruction of socioeconomic systems which will give benefit to local people for combating
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desertification are necessary.
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