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Relationship between Physical Environment and Ecosystem in Rocky Shores
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Kimihito Ito,Kenji Yano,Sadamitu Akeda,Tadasi Kawai and Yukio Agatuma

To investigate the influence of changes in physical environments, including waves and currents, on
the ecosystem of rosky shores, ecological research was conducted at three points on rocky shores,
each of which had diifferent wave conditions. It was found that differences in sea urchin popurlation
and seaweed volume corresponded to differences in wave conditions at each point. The diversity of
phytal fauna at each point corresponded to differences in the volume of seaweed.
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