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Water-Wave Sound as a Comfort Factor in Coastal Environment
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Natural environment should be effectively preserved from destruction in waterfront
development. This study deals with the sound of water waves which constitutes one of
the indexes of comfort in coastal areas. The listening test with both the artificial
sound with pink noise spectra and the sound of actual water waves at Tokushima coasts
was carried out to evaluate the mental comfort as to three sound-wave properties of
timbre, rhythm and period. In conclusion,we found the characteristics of the most
comfortahle sound of water waves ; especially, the sound of water waves with the pe-
riod range of 8 - 8 seconds was felt most pleasant.
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