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Example and Characteristic of Disaster induced by Accidental Wave Load
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The performance design code has been proposed in the coastal and harbor structure construction. In the new design
code, the design wave with a return period employed in the former design method is defined as the variable wave load.
Meanwhile the accidental wave load that occurs in a low probability but causes a serious damage is considered in the
new design code to secure the safety and reparability of the structures. The specification of accidental wave load, how-
ever, is not clearly indicated in the new code. This paper describes the characteristics of structure damages caused by
the recent stormy waves with long period swells and proposes the application of such waves as the accidental wave
load. The long period swell becomes the critical load when the breakwaters are constructed in the surf zone.
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