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' 150 Broadway Aypril 15, 1926.
M. Kabashima, BEsq., =~ . ' New York

4 Marunouchi Central, .
Tokio, Japan.

Dear Mr. Kabashima:
Please pardon delay in replying to your favor of the 15th of February.
It bas been lying on my desk for some ten days or more. The reason for
the delay is that I have been laid up with the flu and have been exceed-
ingly pressed with work in the office. I hope that this reply will not
reach you too late. ‘ i
I take pleasure in complying with your request to furnish you with an
anecdote about our dear friend, Dr. Nakajima. It is a story that I have
told on a number of occasions. You will remember that soon after T left
Japan in 86 Dr. Nakajima followed me over to work in my office and in
other engineering offices in the U. 8. A., so as to obtain: practical experience.
He had leave of absence for three years, two of which he spent in the
United States and one in Europe. He started in my office and proved
himself to be a very capable man, doing always exactly what I told him;
but T noticed he was not developing any initiative. One day I called him
into my room and said, ‘‘Nakajima, this is not a square deal that we are
having. Here I am working early and late and worrying all the time.
You are working all right, but you have no worry and no man can become
‘a real engineer unless he does some worrying. I have heard of a job that
will give you some trouble to hold down, and I want you to take it. My
- friend, Mr. Wynkoop Kiersted, is engineer for a small system of waterworks
in Nebraska not far from Omaha, and he needs a superiﬁtendent to put
down a large -brick well which is to serve as a reservoir, and I want you

i
5%
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to take the job.”” Nakajima very readily complied and in a few days he
went to Nebraska. Soon after his arrival there T received a letter from him
which read about thus:  Please, sir, I want to get back to Kansas Clty
I don’t like it up here at all. They call me a ‘dam heathen Chinee’ and
it is very disagreeable.”” I replied, “I am very glad that they are calling
you a ‘dam heathen Chinee’ and giving you lots of worry. This is the
kind of experience I want you to get. Stay where you are and make
good.”” He did so and performed a very creditable piece of work. In my
opinion that little experience changed Nakajima from a mere theqrist to a
practical engincer. ; :
With kindest regards and best wishes, I am
Yours very sincerely,
J.A.L. WADDELL.
JALW-KEP
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