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Making a timber bridge by cooperation of the citizens and students using the Scenic Byway program
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ABSTRACT Scenic Byway JAPAN is a program aiming to offer the achievement of an
attractive and distinctive road space through the conservation and improvement of local
resources, in cooperation with local communities and administration. Noshiro City is located
at the foot of Shirakami-Sanchi, part of the World Heritage, site known as the home of
Japanese cedar (Akita-sugi). The Scenic Byway program has also advanced in Noshiro City
since 2006, aiming to use these abundant woods and maintain the road space. In this paper,
the case of a design contest of two timber bridges is introduced, where labor cooperation of
citizens and students was held as a part of this program.
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