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History and Questionnaire Survey to Resident of MEIJI BASHI Bridge; the Oldest I-girder Bridge in Japan
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The aim of this study is to clear the value of Meijibashi Bridge and show the
directionality toward to preservation in the future. Meijibashi Bridge is the oldest
steel girder bridge which was constructed at Usuki city, Oita, Japan in 1902, has
two main I-steel girders, and the oldest composite decks. Meijibashi Bridge is an
important heritage of civil engineering, which shows the history of steel bridges,
and should be preserved while keeping using it forever. Because of that it was
necessary not only repairing the main body of bridge but also the decision of the
overall repair plan including surroundings. Now the preservation is done
centering on the JSCE’s subcommittee about slabs and thinking to preserve as an
important cultural property in Japan. Depend on the old project documents and
doing questionnaire survey, this study is arranged history and parts that have not
been clarified, and showed the current state of this bridge.
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