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Durability and maintenance of a timber bridge
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ABSTRACT  The durability of a timber bridge is largely determined at a design stage, where
the design conditions provided by a client are given considerations on the durability and
maintenance of the bridge, including its inspection and repair. Then, a particular specification is
prepared to describe the performance level and durable period expected of the bridge. The
pertormance level in the specification will be reviewed and replaced with a new one, if necessary,
based on initial inspection results. Thereatter, repair or other measures will be undertaken to
restore the new level. In this manner, Miyazaki prefecture has been approaching a current
construction project of a large-scale timber road bridge.
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